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and jewels that she feared no comparison, she invited
the disgraced lady to Court and gratified her spite by
the spectacle of her enemy's discomfiture.

The Roumanian nobles were contaminated by the
example of their Phanariote governors. Naturally
fond of luxury and display, they beggared themselves
in the foolish attempt to keep up appearances. The
main idea of the men was to obtain favour by toady-
ing to the authorities ; the chief desire of the women
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to make good matches.    Divorce became frequent ;

the sons and daughters of noble families saw in a rich

marriage the only chance of restoring their  fallen

fortunes, and the natural result was infidelity or indif-

ference.    Even now divorce  statistics  are high  in

Roumania as compared with many other countries.

As  for the clergy, they too became the victims  of

extortion, and were at last compelled to extort money

from their flocks.  Society was rotten to the core.  The

condition of the people was deplorable.    Upon them

the whole burden of supporting this system of govern-

ment ultimately fell.  If they ventured to murmur, they

were put in prison, and the result was that many of

them, driven desperate by these exactions, became

brigands and took to the mountains.    If caught, they

were condemned to a  lingering death  in  the  salt

mines ; if fortunate enough to evade the soldiers of

the governor, they often acquired great wealth at the

expense of their country.    Sometimes, however, the

scandals of the administration were so notorious that

the Sultan felt bound to interfere.    In that case, the

Hospodar had a very short shrift, for his enemies at

Constantinople took care that he should not escape.